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Lilleshall Parish Council
The Hutchison Way
Footpath 17B 

1. Disputed Section
The section of Footpath 17B in dispute runs from the current northern end of the Lilleshall Branch Canal to the New House Farm access road at the junction with Footpath 17A.
The route of this section of the footpath is presently indicated on various maps, documents, and correspondence as being one of the following: -
a) The footpath crosses the field shown on the H.M. Land Registry record map as Title umber SL86114 and is shown partially as an unmade footpath and partially as a track, joining the point where the footpath leaves the current end of the old Lilleshall Branch Canal up to and connecting with the New House Farm access, at which point the path crosses the access road to join with Footpath 17A along the old quarry tramway. 
b) The footpath follows the currently obstructed route along what is believed to be the old canal tow path to the point where it then runs alongside the barn of New House Farm. The path then makes a dogleg to the left before it follows the route of the old quarry tramway. This route has been used on the understanding that it forms part of the Hutchison Way. 
c) The footpath follows the route in b) above for approximately 140 metres and then diverges in a northerly direction, before slewing around westwards to merge again with route b) in the New House Farm access road.

2. Evidence of the Route within Documents and Maps 

1. The Telford & Wrekin Definitive Map & Online Mapping 
Copies of the Definitive Map were issued to the Parish Council by members of the council’s planning service in 2015 and 2017 show the footpath following the route outlined in 1.a) above. Whilst the Definitive Map has yet to be made available on line, other Council web pages including their  Development Management search pages provide access to maps showing the alignment of footpath along the route 1.a) above.

2. Shropshire County Council – Completion Report 
The report was produced on completion of the infill and grouting operations in the northern section of Lilleshall Village and submitted to Shropshire County Council by Sir William Halcrow & Partners in 1997. Reference to Figure 3 shows the footpath following the route in 1.a) above. The route is also referenced in relation to Boreholes PH15 and PH16 establishing the route as that outlined in 1.a) above.
3. Shropshire County Council – Feasibility Reports 
The feasibility reports produced by Arup following their studies carried out between 1989 and 1993 states that the canal “extended further than is apparent today” indicating that the canal was filled in by this time and there was sufficient vegetation to obscure the route of the original canal basin when surveys were carried out. As the canal route was no longer clearly defined, this report casts doubt upon claims that the footpath followed routes 1.b) or 1.c) above.
4. Use of land either side of the Old Canal Basin

4.1. Land West of the Canal
The statements made in support of the application referenced W81/0655 for an Established Use Certificate make it clear that various areas of the land shown on record maps as SL86114, and sometimes referred to as DS2, was used by J Coxhill and Partners from around 1960 to 1979. Statements  submitted to Mr. G.S.Wright  refer to “part of the old canal basin which John Coxhill filled in shortly after he moved onto the site” and “The canal was filled in gradually over the years with vegetation and hawthorns but it was only in the last seven or eight years that this section of canal was filled in”. These indicate that the old canal basin was filled in over a substantial part of Mr Coxhill ownership.
It is also stated that no use was made of the triangle DC1 At the north end of the site which also includes the access track used by Mr Coxhill’s operatives and is currently shown on O.S maps, the TWC definitive map, the A.R.M. Survey of 2015 and as a photograph within prospectus produce by Halls & Co in 2018. The access track forms a fundamental part of the footpath which meanders across the site in 1.a) above.
4.2. Land East of the Canal
Over the period that Mr Coxhill made use of the canal basin and the land to the west, the land to the east of the old canal, formed part of the New House Farm and was regularly used for storage and the frequent movement of cattle between the farm buildings adjacent to the New House Farm Access and the grazing in Lower Crabtree Leasow. This land was acquired by the owners of New House Farm to construct the dairy building which can be seen today with works on the barn completed in the late 1970’s.
4.3. Access along footpath 17b
Activities in 4.1 and 4.2 explain why, at the time when Arup carried out their surveys from 1989 onwards, the canal route appeared to end as shown on current maps, that is south of the old canal cottage site, with the general state of any canal route north of this point difficult to identify due to various works carried out during the ownership of Mr Coxhill and the farming related operations on the land adjacent to the old canal. It is apparent therefore, that over this period of time time, the only footpath between New House Farm access road and the old towpath south of the old Canal Cottage is the recorded route 1.a) as shown on the OS Maps, the Definitive Map and the Land Registry Maps, along with a number of statements provided by walkers and residents who made use of the route 1.a) on the understanding that this was the definitive route.
5. Planning Applications W2005/1533 and W81/0655
The planning application submitted in 2005 for the erection of a steel framed building was granted with a planning constraint for “Footpath – Definitive Right of Way”. This constraint need only apply if the route of the footpath followed the alignment in 1.a) above. Reference to the Telford & Wrekin website mapping tool shows the boundary of the site is some distance away from the old canal route, and the footpath alignment falls within the application site. 
Similarly the mapping for W81/0655 shows the alignment along the north east boundary of the application site, clearly following the alignment in 1.a above
6. Site Survey carried out by A.R.M. Surveys Ltd
[bookmark: _GoBack]The site survey was carried out on behalf of Bevid Limited and was included in the documents submitted with planning application TWC/2015/0132. This survey records the alignment of an “ill defined footpath” on two sections of path. One is located at the south eastern area of the site, and a second alongside the northern most point of the site. It can be seen that the first section runs within the boundary fence shown on the survey plan, and the second location runs outside the boundary fence shown on the survey plan. Both sections of pathway shown correspond with the currently understood route of the path known as the Hutchison Way, and have been used as such since the introduction of this route in 1999. The intermediate length of this path route runs from the firsts southern section, along the east side of the boundary hedge and fence line shown on the drawing, passing between the fence and barn (shown in red) to join up with second northern section. 

3. Other Maps and Diagrams indicating footpath route

1. Composite Diagram Issued by Telford & Wrekin S.R.OW. Officer
This drawing appears to be a composite plan of the current digitally generated version of the Definitive Map as an overlay upon a base layer created from a digitised version of a paper copy of an earlier map to which the footpath routes have been added by freehand. The process of using overlays can be unreliable due variations in survey grid patterns and distortion of old maps, either through stretch in older maps prior to scanning, and/or the scanning technique used to digitise the older copies. Trying to combine the more precise, digitally produced Definitive Map and this older version makes it very difficult to accurately correlate corresponding features on the two versions; and in this case, there are a number of resultant anomalies within the issued drawing. 
1.1. The buildings on the overlay are at variance with the base layer plan indicating a divergence between the two maps, with some appearing to be as much as 10-15m difference.
1.2. The direction of the divergence appears to vary across the drawing. However the general direction seems to be in a northerly and easterly direction.
1.3. The footpaths on the base layer map are drawn by hand, with what looks like a felt tip marker pen. Consequently the footpaths are shown to be around 10 metres in width.
1.4. Footpath 17A through Collierside Quarry is known to follow the line of the old tramway which serviced the old limekilns, and both the tramway and kilns are clearly shown on the overlay map. The line on the overlay demarking the footpath through the quarry follows the tramway route, before meandering down to the point where it crossing the lagoon via the timber causeway. The route shown on the base layer starts at New House Farm access then diverges from the tramway along a route that leads through trees and dense undergrowth, and would require walkers to cross two ravines, wet marsh land, and a section of the quarry lake
1.5. The footpath 17B south of the old canal cottage runs through the farmer’s field east of the canal route, and not as it should be, on the canal towpath.
1.6.  The northern section of 17B leading up to the New house Farm access, is drawn on the area of base map which is a total blur, ending up out of alignment with the start of footpath 17A
1.7. It should be noted that if the relationship of 17B was corrected to offset the divergence referred to in 1.1 above, then the westerly movement of the base layer would make the line in the base map would run coincidental with that shown on the overlay.
At first inspection, the felt pen line on this drawing appears to support the claim for route 1.c) above, however it can only be concluded that the anomalies and errors on this drawing mean it cannot provide evidence in defining the route of footpaths in this part of Lilleshall.
4. Conclusion
The Telford & Wrekin Definitive Map clearly shows the footpath crossing the site referenced SL86114. Whilst the scale of the definitive map may not enable the precise route of the pathway to be identified, examination of the larger scale O.S. mapping and the map search facility on Telford & Wrekin’s Develop Management web pages, clearly shows the route of the path, and the contiguous track route which combine to provide this section of Footpath 17B. This route is also evidenced by drawings produced by the Shropshire County Council’s Consultants, Ove Arup and Partners and William Halcrow and Partners. 
Therefore, unless this route has been lawfully diverted or closed, the route described in 1.a) above as shown on the Definitive Map remains the lawful right of way.
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